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METRANS, a partnership of 
the University of Southern 
California and California State 
University, Long Beach, is a 
U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation designated University 
Transportation Center. Its 
mission is to solve transporta-
tion problems of large metro-
politan areas through re-
search, education and out-
reach. 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IN CITIES COMPELS RESEARCHER 
Cities fascinate Lisa 
Schweitzer, and they always 
have.  She attributes it to her 
small-town 
Iowa origins.  
As a young-
ster, she was 
drawn to the 
mystique of 
transportation, 
and how it 
could lead her 
to big cities.   

She tells it this 
way, “I was 
picking up lit-
ter with the 
sheriff of the 
small county where I lived, 
and we were near Highway 
20.  I asked him where it 
went and he told me, and 
then I asked where did that 
road go.  He said it was Inter-
state 80 and it went all the 
way to San Francisco.”  En-
thralled, she wanted to visit. 

Along the route  to her pre-
sent position as a new Assis-
tant Professor in USC’s 
School of Policy, Planning 
and Development, Schweitzer 
took a turn at social work.  

“I was not good at it, but I 
was a good grant writer,” she 
reminisces.  “I noticed so 
many interesting transporta-
tion things about my proba-
tion clients. If they were poor 
and depended on public tran-

sit, their lives were radically 
different than if they could 
drive.” 

So perhaps it is no wonder 
this small-town Midwesterner 
now loves living in downtown 
Los Angeles and studying 
environmental issues in 
transportation. 

But she doesn’t drive. “I am a 
terrible driver,” she explains. 

How does this non-driver get 
along in Los Angeles?  “I en-
joy riding the bus, because it 
gives me good insight,” 
laughs Schweitzer.  She uses 
that insight to study metro-
politan transportation issues. 

 Environmental Justice and 
Urban Transportation  Among 
her more intriguing research 
topics is the incidence of haz-
ardous materials spills.  
“Most spills are generated 
either onsite or within two 

kilometers of an intermodal 
facility,” says Schwietzer. 

“I did a national study and 
found that was pretty 
much true every-
where,” she continues.  
“A lot of people have a 
tendency to focus on 
factories in environ-
mental justice, and 
these transfer points 
(intermodal facilities) 
are really an important 
land use.” 

This issue becomes an 
environmental justice 
topic in the context of 
the demographics of 

the neighborhoods surround-
ing typical intermodal facili-
ties in Southern California. 
“The people on the front lines 
of this are primarily Latinos,” 
she notes.   

“People are starting to pay 
more attention to them, be-
cause of the diesel trucks, 
train traffic, etc. When we 
talk about Homeland Secu-
rity, we’re talking about envi-
ronmental justice as well.” 

Land Use and Transportation  
Schweitzer understands the 
dilemmas of safe residential 
areas and nearby hazmat 
transportation routes.  “From 
the shippers’ perspective, 
they don’t want this either,” 
she explains.  “Good land use 

(Continued on page 6) 

Prof. Lisa Schweitzer at her desk. 
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METRANS ADOPTS NEW STRATEGIC PLAN, CREATES NEW INITIATIVES 
METRANS has adopted a 
new strategic plan, according  
to Director Genevieve Giuli-
ano.  It is the Center’s sec-
ond strategic plan and is part 
of the requirements of the 
Tier 1 University Transporta-
tion Center award made to 
METRANS under the federal 
SAFETEA-LU Act.  “The first  
plan, when METRANS was 
established, was about get-
ting up and running,” she 
continued, “and this one is 
about building on our accom-
plishments.” 

What’s New  First of the new 
initiatives is the Los Angeles 
Test Bed, which will allow 
continuing development of 
the many goods movement 
models METRANS research 
has created. “We will actually 
engage in demonstrations,” 
Giuliano noted, “laboratory 
experiments, technical tests, 
and simulations related to 
goods movement.” 

METRANS Associate Director 
Petros Ioannou has been 
assigned responsibility for 
developing the test bed. “The 
idea is that these various 
activities could take place 
wherever it makes sense.  
The modeling could be at 
USC where we have the com-
puters, but once outside, we 
could be doing tests on the 
405 Freeway or at the ports 
or on Pacific Coast Highway.”  

In the process, Giuliano ex-
pects to forge new research 
partnerships with Caltrans, 
the City of Los Angeles, and 
the L.A. County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority.  

“We can focus on doing 
things in the real world.” 

Second, Giuliano aims to 
broaden METRANS research 
in goods movement to new 
locales.  “Our next new focus 
is to examine freight issues 
in other urban areas—first is 
New York-New Jersey.  We’ve 
developed ideas about or-
ganizations and institutions 
in the supply chain based on 
Southern California;  but now 
we need to test those ideas 
in new contexts—for example, 
do they apply in San Fran-
cisco-Oakland?” 

How broadly will comparative 
research be focused? Giuli-
ano plans a step-by-step ap-
proach to globalizing the re-
search, first focusing on the 
U.S. and later abroad.  “We 
know we have a lot to learn 
from the Rotterdams of the 
world.” 

Building on Past Success   
METRANS will also continue 
to sponsor research on urban 
mobility, infrastructure, and 
safety and security, as in the 
past, said Giuliano.  All are 
oriented specifically to metro-
politan problems. 

From the start, METRANS 
has been recruiting a cadre 

of Principal Investigators with 
expertise in metropolitan 
transportation issues.  They 
total 62 today, including 
those whose applied re-
search has been funded un-
der “Monitoring the Ports” at 
partner Cal State, Long 
Beach.. 

To transfer METRANS find-
ings to practice, two major 
outreach efforts have im-
pacted literally thousands of 
people. The 
METRANS 
website 
alone at-
tracts more 
than 
14,000   
visits per 
month.  The 
Annual 
Town Hall, 
focused on 
local port issues, has typi-

cally attracted 
1,000 people 
who work or live 
near the giant 
Southern Califor-
nia port complex. 

The Longer Term  
Giuliano’s 
METRANS goals 
involve both re-

search and education.  
“We’re developing a portfolio 
of research that contributes 
to understanding and solving 
transportation problems in 
metropolitan areas.”  

In addition, “We are training 
a large number of graduate 

students. 
We’re also 
building the 
transportation 
research ca-
pacity of the 
two universi-
ties. The 
longer term 
significance is 
that the peo-
ple we train, 

whether they enter the world 
of practice or academia, will 
significantly contribute to 
solving the types of problems 

we feel are very important.” 
The number of graduate de-
grees  in the field awarded by 
USC has been on an upward 
trend since METRANS’ found-
ing. Giuliano hopes gradu-
ates carry on the legacy of 
concern for metropolitan 
transportation to create more 
livable cities. 0
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“SLACK-TIME” STUDY IN TRANSPORTATION SCIENCE NAMED 2007 BEST PAPER  
A USC research study ten 
years in the making has been 
awarded the 2007 Best Paper 
Prize by The Institute for Op-
erations Research and Man-
agement Science (INFORMS) 
Transportation Science and 
Logistics (TSL) Society.   
“Optimal Slack Time for 
Schedule-Based Transit Op-
erations,” co-authored by Jia-
min Zhao, Maged Dessouky, 
and Satis Bukkapatnam, ap-
peared in the Nov. 2006 edi-
tion of Transportation Sci-
ence. 

Dessouky, Professor at USC’s 
Daniel J. Epstein Department 
of Industrial and Systems En-
gineering, explained that a 
decade ago, “We had a lot of 
transit system data and we 
looked at the nature of delay. 
How could we predict delay?  
There is clearly slack in the 
schedule, so a lot of times the 

bus arrived early.  We asked 
transit planners how they plan 
for slack, and we never got a 
good answer.” 

While transit planners often 
used a “rule-of-thumb,” there 
was no systematic way to opti-
mize that slack time.  “What 
started this whole body of 
research is the hub-and-spoke 
system for airlines,”  he con-
tinued. “We asked, ‘How do 

we do the same type of coor-
dination for buses?’  The pen-
alty for missing an airplane is 
much more severe, so they 
communicate between them.  
They don’t do that for buses!” 

Early and Late  Whenever 
slack exists, there is a strong 
possibility a bus will arrive 
early. 

 Of course, customers who 
arrive at the bus stop on time 
will be upset if the bus has 
already come and gone.  If 
there is too much slack, there 
is less service; if there is too 
little slack, the bus will be late 

a lot of times and people will 
be upset if they time their arri-
val to the schedule.” 

Using a D/G/c queue model, 
the authors computed optimal 
slack time for both a single-
bus loop system and a multi-
ple-bus network.   Their find-
ings indicate that 25% slack 
time seems to work for many 
systems.  

The Award  The Best Paper 
Award is given annually  to an 
outstanding paper in transpor-
tation science and logistics.  It 
must have appeared in a refe-
reed journal and present inno-
vative approaches for solving 
complex problems in transpor-
tation planning. 

Co-authors   Zhao, a doctoral 
student while doing this re-
search, has graduated. He 
joined Oracle Software and 
has since started a software 
business in Beijing.  Bukka-
patnam, meanwhile, has 
taken a faculty position at 
Oklahoma State University. 

 
Transportation researchers  
will gather at METRANS’ 2nd 
Annual National Urban Freight 
Conference Dec. 5-7.  The 
purpose is to examine the 
impacts of goods movement 
and international trade in met-
ropolitan areas. 

Prominent practitioners and 
researchers will address the 
audience.  Attendance is ex-
pected to be approximately 
200.  Topics will include: 

• Models for transportation, 
port, air, intermodal opera-
tion, and impact analysis; 

• Port operations and produc-
tivity; 

• Trucking/air/rail economics 
and logistics, productivity, 
and labor issues; 

• Local and regional environ-
mental externalities: con-
gestion, air quality, etc.; 

• Policy or institutional issues 
in urban goods movement; 

• Goods movement security; 

• Best practices and lessons 
learned; 

• Technology. 

Formats  The conference in-
cludes plenary sessions fea-
turing prominent practitioners 
and research breakouts. 

Sponsors  METRANS’ co-
sponsoring partners include 

Caltrans, the U.S. Department 
of Transportation and its Fed-
eral Highway Administration.  
Other sponsors are the Ala-
meda Corridor Transportation 
Authority, South Coast AQMD, 

FuturePorts, Gateway Cities 
Council of Governments, L.A. 
Customs Brokers & Freight 
Forwarders Association, Ma-
jestic Realty, Port of Long 
Beach, Port of Los Angeles, 
and Transport Solutions LLC.  

Assistance has been provided 
by Calif. Marine & Intermodal 
Transportation Systems Advi-
sory Council (CALMITSAC), 
Harbor Transportation Club, 
International Business Asso-
ciation, HAIC, L.A. Transporta-
tion Club, WTS, and the South-
ern California Roundtable of 
the Council of Supply Chain 
Management Professionals. 

NATIONAL URBAN FREIGHT CONFERENCE TO SHOWCASE NEW RESEARCH 
2nd Annual 

N a t i o n a l   
U r b a n   

F r e i g h t   
C o n f e r e n c e   

2 0 0 7  
 

D e c e m b e r  5 - 7  
 

H y a t t  R e g e n c y   
L o n g  B e a c h   

 

For registration and details: 
 

www.metrans.org/nuf/2007/ 
Telephone: 562-985--2876  

Prof. Maged Dessouky 
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LOCAL ALUM PUTS USC PLANNING DEGREE TO USE IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
Todd McIntyre’s earliest 
memories of USC go way 
back, as far back as three 
summers of day camp! 

The 2005 Master of Planning 
graduate grew up near the 
campus and participated in 
day camp as a youth.   

Much later, working in the 
office of the Mayor of Los An-
geles and searching for a 
good transportation graduate 
program, McIntyre found the 
USC Master of Planning pro-
gram just a few miles away. 
But his path to urban planning 
wasn’t as straightforward as it 
might appear. 

Architecture and Aviation  He 
earned his undergraduate 
degree at Morehouse College 
in Atlanta. He started in archi-
tecture but really wanted to be 
a pilot.  “I was always fasci-
nated by airplanes,” he says 
today, “I intended to be a pilot 
and got my commercial li-
cense.  But ultimately I was 

not able to continue and was 
working in the mayor’s office.” 

City Government Experience  
McIntyre worked in three dif-
ferent L.A. mayoral admini-
strations, starting in constitu-
ent services, or “customer 
service for the City,” as he 
terms it.  “I worked in a num-
ber of different policy areas, 
but the majority of my time 
was spent as Transportation 
Policy Analyst.” 

Academic Insights  Once in 
the graduate program, McIn-
tyre especially enjoyed hear-
ing “the scholarly side of the 
debates” he heard  at work.   

“Transit-oriented-
development, the benefits of 
public transit vs. the automo-
bile—these were a lot of the 
subjects I enjoyed. I learned 
how they affect our lives, the 
nexus of transportation and 
development, how transporta-
tion is used to compensate for 
the development patterns we 
have imposed. In L.A., we try 
to make good transit, such as 

rail or bus lines, fit into a very 
spread-out land use pattern.  
It’s often very difficult and 
expensive from a government 
perspective.  We try to utilize 
public transit to help to create 
equitable opportunities, where 
our land use patterns have 
not really done that.” 

He also especially enjoyed the 
laboratory courses and practi-
cal applications.  “Where I 
grew up, it was all about sin-
gle family houses,” he recalls, 

but in his Masters work, “I 
learned the benefits of com-
pact development, public tran-
sit, and being able to walk to 
where you live.” 

Policy, Practice, and Public 
Affairs  Today McIntyre puts 
his new degree to work as 
Planning and Public Affairs 
Manager at one of L.A.’s best-
known independent public 
relations firms, Cerrell Associ-
ates Inc. He works with the 
land use division, where cli-
ents are typically real estate 
developers. 

Advice for Students McIntyre 
advises current students to 
“join professional organiza-
tions in their areas of interest.  
When you’re a student, it is 
free or very inexpensive.  
Meet as many people as you 
can and follow up with them. 
Send an email or a phone call 
to thank them for their time. 
Find out what the job is all 
about. You’ll need a great net-
work.”   

GLOBAL LOGISTICS SPECIALIST®  GRAD FINDS GLOBAL OPPORTUNITIES 

Todd McIntyre, Planning & 
Public Affairs Manager,  
Cerrell Associates Inc. 

Ezunial Burts III is a young 
man with a vision. Enrolling in 
CITT’s Global Logistics Spe-
cialist® Program, he knew it 
would help him achieve the 
vision—working in a global 
business. He was right. 

“The GLS program has made 
me marketable worldwide,” he 
now says. “Businesses are 
looking for people who will 
transform them into viable 
world players.  That’s the gap 
the GLS® bridges.  In five 

years there will be unlimited 
opportunities because now I 
have international experience 
on my résumé.” 

Career Launch  As an 
undergraduate at USC in 
Public Policy and Planning, 
Burts had several internships, 
including three at Boeing.  
These prepared him for his 
first job at the aerospace firm.   
He recalls, “In January 2007, 
after receiving my GLS®, I 
received a promotion and this 

was directly a result of what I 
learned in that program.  In 
the interview, they were 
asking about importing raw 
materials.  The questions I 
was asked I had no 
experience in and had no 
knowledge of prior to GLS®  so 
that course really 
complemented what I knew 
already.” 

Educational Experiences  
Burts’ international education 

(Continued on page 6) 
Ezunial Burts III, Procurement 

Agent, Boeing Integrated  
Defense Systems  
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Billed as a book to 
“revolutionize the future,” the 
new WTS-Los Angeles (WTS-
LA) Transportation Résumé 
Book CD is aimed at employ-
ers looking for transportation 
talent.  

Published in July,  it is a com-
pilation of résumés showcas-
ing Southern California under-
graduate and graduate stu-
dents in various areas of 
transportation.  WTS-LA has 
made it available to their cor-
porate sponsors, approxi-
mately 60 firms. 

One hundred student résumés 
are included.  Their majors 

include Transportation Engi-
neering, Transportation Plan-
ning, Environmental Manage-
ment, Public Policy, and Logis-
tics.  They represent five uni-
versities: California Polytech-
nic Univ., Pomona; California 
State University, Long Beach; 
U. C., Santa Barbara; U.C.L.A., 
and the University of Southern 
California. 

Linda Weston, WTS-LA First 
Vice President and Regional 
Marketing Director for Jones & 
Stokes, directed the project.  
“It was Prof. Jim Moore’s 
idea,” she noted.  “We appre-
ciate that!” Moore is an at-

large member of the WTS-LA 
Board of Directors as well as a 
METRANS Executive Commit-
tee member. 

Weston said that  she has 
already been told that some 
of the students have been 
hired as a result of the book. 

Not satisfied with that suc-

cess, though, WTS-LA hopes 
to grow The Résumé Book in 
coming years.  Weston has 
just handed the project over 
to Diane Ricard of DMR Con-
sulting in Pasadena, who will 
poll the  WTS-LA sponsors to 
find out how it was used and 
how to improve it. 

Next year, the new book is 
expected to be published in 
spring and to expand the 
number of universities in-
cluded from five to ten.   

“We may do résumé work-
shops, too,” said Weston, “in 
order to help students present 
themselves professionally.“ 

TRANSPORTATION DOCTORAL STUDENTS MOVE ON TO NEW CAREERS 
Listed below are the seven 2007 doctoral dissertations filed by August 2007.   

WTS PUBLISHES BOOK TO HELP STUDENTS FIND JOBS 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n   
R e s u m e  B o o k  C D  

  
Sungbin Cho 

Dissertation: “A Multi-Regional Computable General Equilibrium Model in the Heritage of A. 
Anas and I. Kim” 
Degree: Ph.D. in Planning 
New position:  Image Cat, Inc., an engineering consulting firm in Long Beach, California 

  
Bill (Hongzhong) Ji 

Dissertation: “Models and Solution Approaches for Facility Location of Medical Supplies for 
Large-Scale Emergencies” 
Degree:  Ph.D. in Industrial and Systems Engineering 
New position: Staff Researcher at Microsoft Corporation 

  
Erim Kardes 

Dissertation: “Discounted Robust Stochastic Games and Applications to Homeland Security 
and Flow Control” 
Degree: Ph.D. in Industrial and Systems Engineering 
New position: Postdoctoral Researcher with USC’s Center for Risk and Economic Analysis of Terrorism 
Events 

  
Jiyoung Park 

Dissertation: “Essays on Economic Modeling: Spatial-Temporal Extensions and Verification” 
Degree: Ph.D. in Planning 
New position: Postdoctoral Researcher and Instructor with USC’s Center for Risk and Economic Analy-
sis of Terrorism Events 

  
lgaz Sungar 

Dissertation: “The Robust Vehicle Routing Problem” 
Degree: Ph.D. in Industrial and Systems Engineering 
New position: Still deciding among offers 

  
Lanlang Wang 

Dissertation: “Essays in the Study of Institutions and Development” 
Degree: Ph.D. in Planning 
New position: Assistant Professor at Central University of Finance & Economics, School of Public  
Finance and Public Policy, Beijing, China 

  
Wei Ye 

Dissertation: “Models and Algorithms for Energy Efficient Wireless Sensor Networks” 
Degree: Ph.D. in Industrial and Systems Engineering 
New position:Project Manager/Systems Engineer at Bravo Tech Inc., based in Cypress, California, and 
Shenzhen, China 
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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE,  CONT.  

planning protects both the 
residents and the facilities.  
Good buffer zones are in the 
interests of everyone.” 

Such applied questions of 
environmental justice fasci-
nate Schweitzer, and she has 
a soft spot for those who live 
and work “in the trenches.” 

“The real work of environ-
mental justice is happening 
among activists, and they give 
me really good ideas for re-
search.”  

For example, as a doctoral 
student at UCLA, her disserta-
tion about hazardous materi-
als resulted from conversa-
tions with activists.  

 “We had these huge models 
for hazardous materials deter-
mining the routing through 
cities, minimizing population 
exposure.  The routing soft-
ware is extremely good.  But 
then I listened to activists talk 
about how the traffic really 
irritates them and how it 
made them feel they were at 
increased risk because of liv-

ing near the terminals. That’s 
a really different empirical 
question.” 

She was intrigued. 

“Each link of a trip has some 
hazards associated with it due 
to traffic, road configuration, 
etc. It is not the same as say-
ing ‘Our risk is different, being 
close to the origination or des-
tination.’  I didn’t think anyone 
had ever studied it.  So I did.” 

Her findings somewhat cor-
roborated the fear felt by 
neighbors.   

“There are reasons why spills 
happen at those points—a 
node concentrates the risk.”  
On the other hand, she notes 
that “It’s actually a good thing 
small spills happen where 
there are professional staff to 
deal with it. They’re extremely 
infrequent—people have a 
much higher risk of being hit 
by a car—however, evacua-
tions are irritating enough and 
people really hate them!” 

Refinery Risks  In recent re-
search, Schweitzer has 
tracked the accidents of the 
major Southern California oil 

refineries and found signifi-
cant differences among them.  
“The likelihood of new inci-
dents is a function of previous 
incidents,” she notes, proba-
bly because safety training, 
operational practices, and 
equipment vary.   

Yet locally they are all found 
near poor-to-moderate income 
residential areas, exacerbat-
ing the environmental justice 
issue.   

Schweitzer feels safety risk 
information could be helpful 
to land use planners.  Yet they 
typically do not have access to 
such information.  

Instead the information is 
used by risk specialists—e.g., 
the insurance industry.  She 
hopes to add risk assessment 
to the planner’s tool kit. 

In the interim, her analysis is 
challenging reviewers.   

“The method I used, a Bayes-
ian approach, will over-predict 
a little, but I’m making an ar-
gument that land-use plan-
ners should be taking into 
account all this.” 

Teaching Professional Plan-
ners  In addition to research, 
Schweitzer enjoys teaching.  

At Virginia Polytechnic Univer-
sity, she won the Award for 
Teaching Excellence in the 
College of Architecture. 

“I get a kick out of being able 
to talk about topics I am pas-
sionate about—and I love 
teaching planners! I love my 
job, and I love watching my 
students become profession-
als,” she said with a smile in 
her voice. 

At USC, Schweitzer enjoys the 
variety of applied back-
grounds her students bring to 
the classroom.   

She currently has a student 
who served in the Peace 
Corps in Honduras and an-
other who has worked for the 
Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission. 

With such connections, 
Schweitzer’s findings about 
transportation and environ-
mental justice are likely to 
have a very wide impact in-
deed. 

(Continued from page 1) 

did not start with the GLS® 

however.  He recalls following 
his father, the well known 
former director of the Port of 
L.A., around the busy port on 
Saturdays as a small child. 
“He’d ask, ‘Where did those 
shoes on your feet come 
from?’” It was an 
unforgettable lesson in global 
trade for a youngster.  

Later, Burts found several 
components of the GLS® 

program especially helpful. 
“The most striking thing was 
the cohort groups. We joined 
with students from different 
cultures toward a common 
goal.  Being immersed in the 
program led me to embrace  
borderless thinking! Also, in 
the capstone project, we put 
together a problem-solving 

logistics plan for a company—
that was an unmatched 
experience.” His capstone 
project group included an 
employee of a steamship line, 
an information technology 
specialist, and a Brazilian 
lawyer.  “It was a great 
networking experience.”   

The Future  Burts has since 
also completed a certificate at 
Thunderbird School of Global 

Management, and he plans to 
enroll in an MBA program. But 
first, he will take a hazardous 
materials course and another 
in land disposal notification 
training from CITT.  

Burts advises students to find 
a mentor in an industry the 
student likes. “Ask about the 
career path and how to obtain 
entry in the industry.” It is a 
lesson he learned long ago. 

(Continued from page 4) 

GLS®  GRADUATE, CONT. 
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METRANS website: www.METRANS.org. The site also lists 
faculty, news, links to other relevant sites, and information 
on USC & CSULB transportation education programs. 

METRANS FACULTY  

METRANS has funded 62 faculty at USC and CSULB who are 
now members of the METRANS Center. Consistent with 
METRANS’ interdisciplinary theme, they come from six 
branches of engineering (aerospace, civil, computer, electri-
cal, mechanical and industrial & systems), as well as busi-
ness, economics, geography, information sciences, public 
policy, planning, public administration and health sciences. 
These faculty serve as principal investigators on METRANS-
funded projects. They also come together periodically to 
share insights at coordination meetings and conferences. 

California State University, Long Beach: 
Anastasios Chassiakos Electrical Engineering  
Robert Chi  Information Systems 
Burkhard Englert  Computer Eng. & Computer Science 
Mohammed Forouzesh Health Sciences 
Robert Friis  Health Sciences 
Darin Goldstein  Computer Engineering  
Lisa Grobar  Economics 
Karl H. Grote  Mechanical, Aerospace Engineering 
Ken James  Electrical Engineering 
Christine Jocoy  Geography 
Tim Jordanides  Electrical Engineering 
Melody Kiang  Information Systems 
Shui Lam  Computer Engineering 
Christopher Lee  Geography 
Bei Lu   Mechanical & Aerospace Engineer’g 
Tracy Bradley Maples Computer Engineering & Science 
Joseph Magaddino Economics 
Kristen Monaco  Economics 
Tom O’Brien  Ctr for Int’l Trade & Transportation 
Emily Parentela  Civil Engineering 
Hamid Rahai  Mechanical Engineering 
Antonella Sciortino Civil Engineering & Const. Eng. Mgt. 
Tariq Shehab  Civil Engineering 
Seiji Steimetz  Economics 
Reza Toossi  Mechanical & Aerospace Eng 
Jalal Torabzadeh  Mechanical Engineering 
Suzanne Wechsler Geography 
Henry Yeh  Electrical Engineering 
Hsien-Yang Yeh  Mechanical & Aerospace Engineer’g  

University of Southern California: 
Tridib Banerjee  Policy, Planning & Development    
Satish Bukkapatnam Industrial & Systems Engineering 
Maged Dessouky Industrial & Systems Engineering 
Michael Driver  Business Administration 
Genevieve Giuliano Policy, Planning & Development 
Martin Gunderson Physics & Astronomy 
Peter Gordon  Policy, Planning & Development 
Randolph Hall  Industrial & Systems Engineering 
John Heideman  Information Sciences Institute 
Petros Ioannou  Electrical Engineering Systems 
Clara Irázabal  Policy, Planning & Development 
Erik Johnson  Civil Engineering 
Behrokh Khoshnevis Industrial & Systems Engineering 
Ilias Kosmatopoulos Electrical Engineering Systems 
John Kuprenas  Civil Engineering 
Hanh Dam Le-Griffin Civil Engineering 
Naj Meshkati  Civil Engineering 
James E. Moore II ISE, CE and PPD 
Dowell Myers  Policy, Planning & Development 
Fernando Ordonez Industrial & Systems Engineering 
Kurt Palmer  Industrial & Systems Engineering 
Alice Parker  Electrical Engineering Systems 
Mansour Rahimi  Industrial & Systems Engineering 
Christian Redfearn Policy, Planning & Development 
Harry Richardson Policy, Planning & Development 
Paul Ronney  Mechanical Engineering 
Jefferey Sellers  Political Science 
Maria I. Todorovska Civil Engineering 
Mihailo D. Trifunac Civil Engineering 
Niraj Verma  Policy, Planning & Development 
Chris Williamson  Geography 
Hung Leung Wong Civil Engineering 
Maria Yang  Industrial & Systems Engineering 
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Phone: 213-821-1025 Fax: 213-740-0001 
Email: giuliano@usc.edu 
 
CSULB Phone: 562-985-2872 Fax: 562-985-2873 
Email: mvenieris@uces.csulb.edu 
 

School of Policy, Planning, & Development 
University of Southern California 
Ralph and Goldy Lewis Hall 238 
Los Angeles, California 90089-0626 

 
 
Dear Reader: 
 
Welcome to our Fall 2007 newsletter.  Our academic year got off to a fast start, 
with selection of this year’s research proposals taking place in September and 
our staff now fully engaged in preparation for our Second National Urban Freight 
Conference. We are particularly pleased with this year’s research proposals, as 
we funded many faculty new to transportation research.  We continue to build 
transportation research expertise at both universities, one of the major goals of 
the UTC program. 

I encourage you to attend our forthcoming National Urban Freight Conference, 
December 5-7.  It is the only conference focused on freight in metropolitan 
areas, so it provides a unique opportunity to hear leading-edge research on 
issues of great interest and concern to urban areas throughout the U.S.  Many of 
our METRANS faculty will present their work, showcasing the results of our 
research program.  For more information on our research, see p. 3 or look on 
our website. 

 
   Genevieve Giuliano 

Director, METRANS Transportation Center 
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